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O ne day you open a 
letter or answer 
the phone and 
discover, ñYou are 

a winner!ò  You say, ñWho Me?ò 
Iôve never won anything in my 
life!  Maybe itôs a turkey, a trip 
to the Bahamas or maybe---a 
million dollars!  Winning is 
exciting---even before you know 
what youôve won! 
    ñWin, Win, Win!ò whatôs it 
all about?  Itôs about our days 
filled with gifts from God, freely 
given, ñfull measure, shaken to-
gether, pressed down and running 
overéò (Luke 6:38). Yes, we are 
daily winners, receiving gifts, 
and often forgetting to thank 
the Giver! 
    Surrounded by the beauty of 
our incredible environment, we 
bask in sunsets, rainbows, roses, 
singing birds, and the night 
skies. We could find a name for 
all the beauty in our everyday!  
Our Almighty Creator God has 
left nothing out! We have been 
given the gift of life with a body, 
soul and spirit! We are able to 
seek knowledge and truth, and 
the wonders of the spirit, faith, 
hope and love!  We are able to 
become fully alive and live in 
the unconditional love of our 

God.  The most precious things 
in life are free!   
And then the ultimate gift of 
eternal life was tragically lost! 
Our loving Father sent us His 

Son to rescue us!  His name was 
Jesus!  He came into this world 
to save us---and He did!  He paid 
the price for all of us to ñwin 
backò the gift of eternal life. 
    Thatôs what we celebrate dur-
ing this holy season, freedom to 
live forever!  We are winners!  
Not by a chance drawing, but by 
the gift of love that flows from 
our Almighty God! 
    Look around you and within  
your heart----and see what you  

have won---free and clear! Claim 
it all with great joy, delight, ex-
citement, appreciation and most 
of all with a grateful heart for 
the Giver.   
      And then with a humble 
heart we need to thank the 
Giver! How do we find a way to 
say, ñThank Youò each day to 
our mighty God? Our God who 
created the wonder of the uni-
verse and the wonder of each 
one of us!  
    We listen carefully to Jesus 
and the desire of His own heart 
when He tells us, ñLove one an-
other as I have loved you.ò (Jn 15:12)  

Our response will be a treasured 
ñThank you giftò to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
    And then we win the fullness 
of life and love and joy and 
peace and happiness with the 
whole family of God forever!  
Eternal Life!  Alleluia!!!  

Win! Win! Win!  
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ñWe adore You 
O Christ 

and we praise You 
because by 

Your Holy Cross 
You have redeemed 
the world!ò 



Just a note . . .  
     As  w e  re f l e c t  i n  t h i s  Le n te n  S eason  we  a re  r emi nded  
f i r s t  and  fo re mos t  o f  t he  Cr oss  t ha t  Jes us  so  w i l l i n g l y  
e mbrac ed  a nd  end ur ed  o u t  o f  pur e  l ov e  fo r  our  sa l va -
t i o n .  W ha t  a  g i f t  o f  un cond i t i ona l  l ov e ! 
    We  too  a re  i nv i t ed  to  e xamin e  o ur  ow n  c ross es  i n  
l i f e .  A l l  o f  us ,  no  ma t te r  w he re  we  a re  on  o ur  fa i t h  
j ou rn ey ,  ex per i en ce  the  c ross  i n  many  fo rms . 
    T he  he rm i t s  w ho  com e t o  Pa cem  a re  g i ve n  a  un i que  
o ppo r t un i t y  t o  go  de epe r  i n  exami n in g  the i r  c ross es  i n  
t he  f re edom  o f  t he  he rm i tage .  In  t he  so l i t ud e  a nd  s e r en -
i t y  o f  t h i s  ho l y  p lac e  they  a re  ab le  t o  l ay  dow n t he i r  
b urd ens  a t  t he  foo t  o f  t he  U l t ima t e  Cross .  They  a re  
t r u l y  b l essed  i n  t h i s  v e ry  i n t i ma te  un io n  w i t h  Jes us .  
T hey  e xper i e nce  t he  hea l i ng  power  o f  t he  c ross ,  t he     
o ppo r t un i t y  f o r  c on t i nued  co nve rs ion ,  and  j us t  as  Eas t e r  
S unday  p ro misesðt r ue  j oy  and  n ew b e g in n in gs .  T hey  
l eave  r en ewed  and  re f re shed .  
    May  o ur  Lo rd  J es us  Ch r i s t  b less  you  a l l  i n  a  ve ry  spe-
c ia l  way  t h i s  Eas te r  Seaso n!  

     Brenda 

Saint Paul the Apostle 
   Paul, born Saul of Tarsus, never 
met Jesus face-to-face as the other 
apostles had, yet his entire life was 
changed by a supernatural 
encounter with Christ. 
   A Jewish zealot, Saul was on his 
way to Damascus to arrest followers 

of Jesus, 
when 
suddenly 
a great 
light 
flashed 
around 
him and 
he fell to 
the 
ground. 
He 

heard a voice say, ñSaul, Saul, why 
are you persecuting me?ò He said, 
ñWho are you, Lord?ò The voice 

replied, ñI am Jesus and you are 
persecuting me....ò (Acts 9:3-6). In 
an instant, Saul knew Jesus was the 
miraculous fulfillment of all he had 
been pursuing in his scrupulous 
observance of the law of the 
Pharisees. This profound event was 
the beginning of his own intimate 
relationship with Christ. 
   Paul then spent his life tirelessly 
proclaiming the message of the 
Crossðthat through the passion, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, our sins are forgiven and we 
can receive eternal life. He taught 
that we are saved entirely by Godôs 
grace and mercyðthat we cannot 
earn our own salvation. When we 
receive this gift and commit our 
lives to Christ, we are able to do 
even greater works than our 
observance of the ñlawò could ever 
accomplish. 
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   Paulôs prayer is for you ñto grasp 
the breadth and the length, the height 
and the depth, until knowing the love 
of Christ, which is beyond all 
knowledge, you are filled with the utter 
fullness of Godò (Eph. 3:14-21, JB). 
    The Church has set aside June 
29 to celebrate the holy life of 
Saint Paul. Pope Benedict XVI has 
dedicated June 29, 2008-2009 as a 
Holy Year of blessing from the 
Lord.  

Appreciation  

Prayer Partners and Volunteers en-
joyed a presentation by Fr. Tim Nolan 
on ñThe Crossò at our Appreciation 
Day, March 14. 

A major oak wilt outbreak has seen a 
number of our Pacem oaks cut down 
off Highway 47 to prevent further 
spread of the disease. We trust that 
with new saplings and plantings we 
can soon have the woods restored. 

Change in scenery  
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ñThank you, it has been a long 
time since I have been on a per-
sonal retreat.  This has been a 
very blessed time with my Father---
the sight is now clearer, the Hope 
fuller and the heart strongeré.ò 
 
ñThis blessed place is a jewel in 

a very messed up world.  While I 
was here I was able to sort 
through the mess a bit and come 
face to face with just me---without 
all the crazy outside interference.ò 
 
ñEven with our newly emptied 

nest, we find that we still need to 
come away as hermits!  Somehow, 
there we become keenly aware of 
inhabiting the present moment---
our perception is sharpened and 
our hearts disarmed, that they 
might receive.  Once again we are 
filled with gratitude.ò 
 
ñ I have just realized that the 

Lord seeks me even more than I 
seek Him!ò 
 
ñThank you again, once more 

this hermit has had a unique en-
counter with God   As always, He 
shows me what He wants me to 
know---not my agenda!ò 
 
ñ I am so grateful for Pacem, 
Godôs ñlittle peek at Paradiseò!  

My fear of the dark is falling away 
and I venture out at night for a 
walk---what beauty and feeling of 
intimacy with God.ò 
 
ñThank you for the blessing 

this lovely place has been for me.  
I leave with a joy that is like dan-
gling my feet in a cool stream!ò 

          Hermit Notes  

 The Power of the Cross                               
 He was born to die so we could live!  

sin and suffering and death.  He 
tells us: ñIf anyone wishes to come 
after me, let him deny himself and 
take up his  Cross every day and 
follow me.ò [Luke 14:27]   

W hen you enter a 
Pacem Hermit-
age you notice  
the large plain 

wooden Cross over the little 
altar.  The Cross is THE sign 
and symbol of Godôs love for 
us. ñGod so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son éthat the 
world might be saved through 
him. [John 3:16-17]   
    Because the Cross was the 
instrument chosen by God  
it has become the sign of 
and reminder of that great 
love God has for all of us.      
ñGreater love than this no one 
has than to lay down his life for 
his friends.ò [John 15:13]    
    The Cross is made from 
the wood of a tree.  Original 
sin came into the world 
through a tree in the Garden 
of Eden so deliverance from 
sin and eternal life is won 
for us through the tree of  
the Cross. 
    We were incapable of free-
ing ourselves from the bur-
den, bondage and death of sin.  
Jesus, the Son of God, came to 
do for us what we could not do 
for ourselves.  He was born to 
die so that we could be free and 
live.   
    The Cross addresses the mys-
tery of suffering in this world.  
Though the mystery of suffering 
remains, what is revealed in the 
Cross is Jesus entry into and 
accompanying us in our suffer-
ing. He loves us and shows us 
the way to ultimate victory over 

    That daily Cross is an empty-
ing of self so as to live in an  
entirely selfless manner, as Jesus 
Himself did.  
    When you see a plain Cross 
without its Crucified, the Saints 
remind us, that Cross is your 
Cross: the Cross of each day, 
the hidden Cross, without 
splendor or consolation ï the 
Cross which is awaiting the  
Crucified it lacks; and that  
Crucified is you in mystical  
union with Christ.   
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The Cross . .  the central truth 
of our Christian faith  


